Trinity Church Rocky Hill
Tuesday Evening Prayer
August 4, 2020 - 7:00 PM

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

MEDITATION ON EXODUS 3:1-14
MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH
1
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and
he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight - why the bush does not burn up.”
4
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5“Do not come any closer,” God
said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
6
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their
suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey - the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to

bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12And God said, “I will be
with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 13Moses said
to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS
Loving God, Holy One, Your desire is for our wholeness and well-being. We hold in
tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this time. We grieve
precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. We ache for ourselves and our
neighbors, standing before an uncertain future. We pray: May love, not fear, go viral.
Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good.
Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to come
together in spirit and in solidarity. Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence,
You, the God who does not abandon, You, the Holy One, breathing within us,
breathing among us, breathing around us in our beautiful yet wounded world. Amen.
God of redemption, your challenge is peace. Given not as the world gives it – with
limits, conditions and reversibility, but unconditionally – with infinite love. We pray today
for those of us who find ourselves in places we do not want to inhabit – a home or
community where we no longer feel welcome; an identity that feels cut off at its roots.
We pray for those of us with feelings we do not know what to do with – loss and grief,
fear and anxiety, aggression and vengeance, exclusion and banishment, uncertainty
about our future. Bless us now, whatever we feel and whoever we are. Dwell in our
souls deeply. Give us the courage to tell our stories honestly and openly; the
compassion to hear the stories of others with an open heart; the discipline to share
what we have; the discernment to advocate for those more vulnerable than we are, and
the means to be agents of care and connection, justice and hope – to seek out and
celebrate the life and joy in our communities, setting a tone in harmony with you. We
ask these things in the name of Jesus and those who came after him, who lived in
times of bitter conflict, who were perplexed but not driven to despair, afflicted in every
way, but not crushed, persecuted, but not forsaken. All the time, proclaiming you.
Amen.
A Prayer for Unity when Life Feels Uncertain
Dear God, We know that you are with us and you fight for your people. We believe that
it’s not by might, nor by power, but by your Spirit, that you make a difference in our
world. We are needy for you. Some days we feel so broken and uncertain. We’re
hurting, we’re struggling, and we’re aware, more than ever, of our own weaknesses,
and of the dark forces that constantly surround us, fighting to gain ground in our lives
and families. We choose to stand our ground today and say, “no more.” Guide us and
help us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Pray for Wisdom to Set Aside Differences
Dear God, we ask that you fill us with your Spirit of love and unity among believers all
across this nation. We ask for your help to set aside our differences and look to the
greater cause, the cause of Christ. We ask that you would help us to truly live a life of
love. We know that this is only possible through the power of your Spirit, so we pray for
your Spirit to move across our land in fresh ways. Turn your people back to you. Draw
others to come to know you. Thank you that you are always with us to give us great
purpose and hope. Amen.
Pray for the Love We Need to Work Together in Unity
Dear God, we pray for our churches, our workplaces, our schools, and our
communities. We ask for your help in being a light in every place you’ve given us to
walk. Give us care and wisdom as we live and work with one another. Help us to look
to another’s needs before our own, and to always be ready to serve those around us
by the power of your love within us. Even in every dark and broken place, for the times
we feel like we’re barely making it through, give us your joy Lord, your grace, and the
powerful presence of your peace. We pray for all those in authority, for every leader of
our nation, that you would give them your wisdom and discernment as they lead. We
pray that their hearts would be directed first to you, that they would recognize where
their true help and strength come from. We ask that you guard their coming and going,
that you would be their refuge and their peace. We pray that you would surround every
leader with wise counsel, that they would be humble and kind, patient and loving
through their actions and words. We pray that their faith in you would be unwavering,
strong, resolute, and firm. Amen.
Pray for Unity in Your Nation
Dear God, We pray for your protection as one nation under God. We ask that you
surround this country and cover us with your mighty hand. We pray for unity in our
land, that in spite of our differences, we would be willing to stand strong together and
live out our days with compassion and grace. We ask that no weapon formed against
us will prosper, and that you would thwart the attacks of the enemy hurled our way.
Thank you that you are rich in mercy and full of grace. Thank you that you are forgiving
and merciful. Thank you that you are strong and mighty. Thank you that you are for us
and that you fight for us still today. Wake us up Lord! Remind us to live aware, to
redeem the time, listen to your words, and be willing to make a difference in this land.
Give us courage to speak out. Help us not to stay silent but to do all things through
your wisdom and love. We pray for your great healing on our land. Shine your face on
us dear Lord. Give us courage to go into all the world and take the message of the
Gospel of peace. We need you just as much now as we ever have before. Our times
are in your hands. Bring honor to your Name today, for You alone are worthy. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know
you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the
sake of your love. Amen.
The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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